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 OUR MISSION 
 To foster camaraderie among United States veterans of overseas conflicts. 
 To serve our veterans, the military and our communities. To advocate on 
 behalf of all veterans. To do this effectively, one of our key objectives must 
 be to retain current members and attract new comrades to our ranks. 

 OUR MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM 
 We value the hard work of our members. Hopefully this membership 
 program reflects that, in being fair and transparent, while encouraging a 
 growth mindset and fostering a thriving veteran community in Connecticut. 
 We want to reward individual and team success in building our veteran 
 service organization. 

 We can recruit, retain and mentor veterans to fill our ranks through a number of strategies: build value in our 
 organization at all levels; cultivate appreciation for our organization; and connect with our fellow veterans. 
 From “Buddy Checks,” to birthday card programs, offering our fellow veterans a sense of belonging to 
 something bigger than themselves will strengthen our bonds with our comrades, our communities, our 
 organization, and our great nation. 

 Yours in Comradeship, 
 Commander Charles M. Pickett 
 Sr. Vice Commander John A. Kennedy 
 Jr.  Vice Commander Steve Evangelista 
 Past-State Commander Stanley W. Borusiewicz Jr. (Membership) 

 MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM GUIDELINES 
 1.  Awards will be determined from data on VFW.org MemStats, the VFW All-American (Programs) 

 Dashboard, and the VFWCT.org Dashboard after the deadline. 
 2.  Unless otherwise noted, many Department Membership awards end May 15, 2026 so plaques and 

 uniform caps can be ordered in time for the convention; National contests end June 30, 2026. 
 3.  Unless otherwise noted, most Department Membership awards shall be presented at the Department 

 Convention Awards Breakfast. 
 4.  For recruiting credit, remember to put your name and VFW member number on all Membership 

 Application Forms for all new members you recruit. 
 5.  An individual may win up to two tickets per event, in any single officer year. 
 6.  This membership program, including fulfillment of individual awards, terminates on June 30, 2026. 

 Version: June 18, 2025 
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 INDIVIDUAL RECRUITING AWARDS 
 Designed to recognize, reward, and incentivize 
 comrades to promote membership in the VFW. 

 30 JUN 2026 DEADLINE 
 Comrades who recruit new members may earn 
 tiered incentives (email adj@vfwct.org to claim). 

 ●  3 New Members: Department of 
 Connecticut Commander’s Pin 

 ●  5 New Members: VFW Logo Stylus Pen 
 (01466) from VFWStore.org 

 ●  10 New Members: Black VFW Logo Coffee 
 Mug (03349) from VFWStore.org 

 ●  15 New Members: Department of 
 Connecticut Commander’s Challenge Coin 

 ●  20 New Members: One ticket to the 
 Department Convention Awards Breakfast 

 ●  25 New Members: Banas Award 

 ●  30 New Members: Two tickets to the 
 Department Convention Awards Breakfast 

 ●  35 New Members: Two tickets to the 
 Department Convention Banquet 

 ●  40 New Members: One night hotel stay at 
 the Department Convention 

 ●  50 New Members: Aide-De-Camp Award & 
 Two nights hotel stay at the Department 
 Convention 

 11 NOV 2026 DEADLINE 
 THREE NEW FOR VETERANS DAY UPGRADE 
 Comrades who recruit three new members between 
 July 1, 2025 and November 11, 2025 will be entered 
 into a drawing for a life membership or an upgrade 
 to the next Legacy Life level (Bronze, Silver or 
 Gold). Gold Legacy Life members can choose either 
 a $400 email gift card or award the prize to a 
 comrade of their choice within the Department of 
 Connecticut. Comrades may only win one 
 membership upgrade prize per year. 

 15 MAY DEADLINE 
 ONE NEW FOR CONVENTION UPGRADE 
 Comrades who recruit at least one new member 
 between July 1, 2025 and May 15, 2026 will be 
 entered into a drawing for a life membership or an 
 upgrade to the next Legacy Life level. See  Three 
 New for Veterans Day Upgrade  for full details. 

 15 MAY 2026 DEADLINE 
 PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF BANAS AWARD 
 Comrades who recruit 25 or more new members 
 shall receive the walnut, Banas plaque. 

 15 MAY 2026 DEADLINE 
 AIDE-DE-CAMP AWARD 
 Comrades who recruit 50 new members will be 
 awarded a distinctive Aide-De-Camp uniform cap. 

 * 05 JUNE 2026 DEADLINE* 
 RECRUITER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 The comrade who recruits the most new and 
 reinstated members within the year will win a 
 trophy and a $599 check. (Reinstated members will 
 be verified.) 
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 DEADLINE: 15 MAY 2026 FOR CONVENTION | 30 JUNE 2026 FOR SUBSEQUENT COUNCIL MEETING 

 ALL-STATE POST AWARD 

 The All-State program recognizes posts and leaders who excel in VFW membership growth, administration, 
 and programs. Membership data is from MemStats. Submit documents (bond, insurance, incorporation, etc.) 
 to the VFWCT Dashboard using the VFWCT.org > POS Form. 

 AWARDS  : Commanders and Quartermasters of any post  achieving the award criteria will receive a specially 
 designed VFW uniform cap. 

 CRITERIA: 
 MEMBERSHIP  : 

 101% on MemStats by deadline 

 ADMINISTRATION  : 
 Current bond 
 Current incorporation (annual filing) 
 Current insurance (if applicable) 
 Current IRS 990 (proof of current filing) 
 Inspection Report (current) 
 Trustees Audit 6/30 
 Trustees Audit 9/30 
 Trustees Audit 12/31 
 Trustees Audit 3/31 
 Convention delegate fees paid 

 PROGRAMS  : 
 $150 minimum donation to the 
 Hugh Hoyt Scholarship Fund (Hoyt) 
 (VOD & Patriot's Pen state award expenses) 
 $50 minimum donation to Commander's 
 Special Project (CMDR) 
 $50 minimum donation to VFW National 
 Home (dedicate gift to Connecticut Home) 
 [  https://vfwnationalhome.org/donate  ] 

 To achieve All-State Qualified (ASQ) status, posts 
 must fulfill the award criteria and resolve all 
 deficiencies before the deadline. Deficiencies and 
 status will be recorded on the VFWCT Dashboard. 

 The All-State Post program will continue until the 
 end of the fiscal year, and awards will be 
 distributed at a subsequent Council of 
 Administration meeting. Comrades can only 
 receive this award once per officer year. 

 Make donation checks out to “VFW Connecticut.” 
 Indicate the program on the check memo line. 

 The Commander’s Special Project is a Capital 
 Campaign for the VFW Connecticut Foundation. 
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 LEADERSHIP AWARDS 

 15 MAY 2026 DEADLINE 
 PAST COMMANDER-IN- CHIEF “PISTOL” PETE 
 WALKER AWARD 
 Post commanders in each class will receive the 
 Walker plaque. Given for the largest gain of new 
 members in a post (must be 10 or more). 
 Class A: 201+ comrades; B: 101-200; C: 51-100 

 15 MAY 2026 DEADLINE 
 PAST ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL 
 BURNHAM AWARD 
 Post commanders in each class will receive the 
 Burnham plaque. Given for the largest numerical 
 gain of new and reinstated members in a post 
 (must be 15 or more). 
 Class A: 201+ comrades; B: 101-200; C: 51-100 

 15 MAY 2026 DEADLINE  (email to claim) 
 NEW LIFE MEMBER AWARD 
 Post commanders in each class will receive two free 
 tickets to the Annual Convention Banquet. Given 
 for the largest gain of new life members (must be 
 10 or more). 
 Class A: 201+ comrades; B: 101-200; C: 51-100 

 15 MAY 2026 DEADLINE 
 GEORGE S. FRENCH AWARD 
 Post quartermasters exceeding the standard in all 
 phases of their duties including neatness and 
 completion of all financial reports, audits, and 
 submission of same on or before the due date, shall 
 be presented the French plaque (up to four 
 awarded Department-wide). 

 *  [Only one 101% check award per post, per year.] 

 POST INCENTIVES 

 30 SEP 2025 DEADLINE  (email to claim) 
 101% IN THREE (MONTHS) 
 Posts with more than 51 members achieving 101% 
 in MemStats by the deadline, will receive a $300 
 check for the post relief fund.* 

 THANKSGIVING DEADLINE  (email to claim) 
 101% FOR THANKSGIVING 
 Posts with more than 51 members achieving 101%, 
 will receive a $200 check for the post relief fund.* 

 10 JAN 2026 DEADLINE  (email to claim) 
 101% FOR THE NEW (YEAR) 
 Posts with more than 51 members achieving 101%, 
 will receive a $150 check for the post relief fund.* 

 10 JAN 2026 DEADLINE  (email to claim) 
 SMALL POST: 110% by 1/10 
 Posts with  less than  51 members in MemStats from 
 the prior year, which achieve 110% by  the 
 deadline—will receive a $110 check for the post 
 relief fund. 

 15 MAY 2026 | 30 JUNE 2026 DEADLINE 
 101% POST MEMBERSHIP AWARD 
 Any post with 101% or greater in MemStats by the 
 deadline, will earn a Post membership streamer. 

 15 MAY 2026 DEADLINE 
 120% POST MEMBERSHIP AWARD 
 Post commanders, quartermasters and adjutants of 
 any post  achieving 120% in MemStats by the 
 deadline, will each receive a personal check for $50 
 [$150 total per post; a dual-office holder can 
 collect two checks]. 



 VFW DEPARTMENT OF CONNECTICUT 
 2025-2026 MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM 

 6 

 DISTRICT AWARDS 

 11 NOV 2025 DEADLINE  (email to claim) 
 VETERANS DAY DISTRICT AWARD 
 Districts that achieve 101% in MemStats by the 
 deadline, the District Commander will be awarded 
 a $101 email gift card. 

 15 MAY 2026 FOR CONVENTION 
 30 JUN 2026 FOR 1st COUNCIL  (email to claim) 
 DISTRICT COMMANDER 101% 
 Districts that achieve 101% in MemStats by the 
 deadline, the District Commanders will receive a 
 $101 email gift card. 

 15 MAY 2026 FOR CONVENTION 
 30 JUN 2026 FOR 1st COUNCIL 
 DISTRICT CLEAN-SWEEP AWARD 
 The Department will award a $599 check to any 
 District where all the Posts achieve 101% in 
 membership. 

 15 MAY 2026 FOR CONVENTION 
 30 JUN 2026 FOR 1st COUNCIL 
 ALL-STATE DISTRICT COMMANDER 
 District Commanders achieving the criteria will 
 receive a specially designed VFW uniform cap and 
 pin. 

 CRITERIA: 
 Membership greater than 101% in 
 MemStats by the deadline. 
 All the posts in the district are credited with 
 all the All-State Administration Criteria on 
 the VFWCT Dashboard by the deadline 
 (except any two “waiver” posts). 

 HONOR AWARDS 

 15 MAY 2026 DEADLINE 
 HONOR POST COMMANDER AWARD 
 Post Commanders of any post achieving the criteria 
 will be named the Captain (top post) or Co-Captain 
 of the All-State Post Award Team on their VFW 
 uniform cap and receive a personal $599 check. 
 CRITERIA: 

 Achieve any Individual Recruiting Award 
 Achieve All-State Post Award Status 
 Achieve All-American Post Award Status 
 Be a top five All-American Post Award 
 commander in the post’s national 
 membership division 

 15 MAY 2026 DEADLINE 
 HONOR DISTRICT COMMANDER AWARD 
 District Commanders achieving the criteria will be 
 named the Captain (top post) or Co-Captain of the 
 All-State District Award Team on their VFW 
 uniform cap and receive a personal $599 check. 
 CRITERIA: 

 Achieve any Individual Recruiting Award 
 Achieve All-State District Commander 
 Achieve All-American District Award Status 
 Be ranked the highest All-American District 
 Award commander in Connecticut, in the 
 district's national membership division 

 15 MAY 2026 DEADLINE 
 150% POST MEMBERSHIP HONOR AWARD 
 Post commanders, quartermasters and adjutants of 
 any post achieving 150% in MemStats by the 
 deadline, will each receive a personal check for 
 $150 [$450 total per post; a dual-office holder can 
 collect two checks]. 
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 SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

 MAY 2026 DEADLINE 
 COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES AWARD 
 Aligned with the VFW National  Outstanding 
 Community Service Post of the Year  award, the 
 Community Activities Award  is presented to the top 
 two posts in the Department based on their 
 community service reporting and total impact as 
 recorded on the VFW.org, All-American Dashboard, 
 Community Service Rankings Post  report. 

 15 MAY 2026 DEADLINE 
 AMERICANISM AWARD 
 The  Americanism Award  is presented to two posts 
 who exceed the standard in promoting allegiance 
 to the traditions, interests, or ideals of the United 
 States during the current officer year. Posts enter 
 by submitting an application to the VFWCT 
 Dashboard using the VFWCT.org > POS Form, 
 explaining why your post should win. 

 15 MAY 2026 DEADLINE 
 NATIONAL HOME AWARDS 
 Presented by the National Home Chairman. 

 15 MAY 2026 DEADLINE 
 HOSPITAL AWARDS 
 Edmund B. Lowery Hospital Award 
 Dr. Albert A. Liebman Hospital Award 
 Charles Hirth Nursing Home Visitation 

 Named for three VFW Connecticut Comrades who 
 did an incredible job in getting posts to visit and 
 provide entertainment, care, and assistance to 
 hospitalized veterans, the awards recognize the top 
 posts in the state in the number of visits, monies 
 expended, and comrades and Auxiliary members 
 participating. 

 The Hirth Nursing Home Award is for 
 department-wide service; the Lowery Award is for 
 downstate posts (Districts 1-2-6 as Ed was from1) 
 and the Liebman Award is for upstate posts 
 (Districts 3-4-5 as Doc was from 3). Posts enter by 
 submitting an application to the VFWCT 
 Dashboard using the VFWCT.org > POS Form. 
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 DEPARTMENT AWARD APPLICATION 
 AWARD (pick one):  Americanism    Hospital 

 HOSPITAL AWARDS ONLY (pick one):  Hospital OR  Nursing Home 

 Contact Information 

 District Number  Post Number 

 Applicant Name  Applicant Email 

 Totals for Year (start from prior year deadline; include Post Auxiliary contributions; ) 

 Total Dollars Donated:  Total Volunteer Hours: 

 Total Number of Volunteers:  Total Mileage: 

 Events Explanations (dates, narrative; may use attachment instead of field) 

 Any community service must be first submitted to the VFW.org, All-American (Programs) Dashboard. Posts 
 must submit the award application after May 1 but prior to the deadline using the VFWCT.org > POS Form. 


